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 Civil War history

 Fund drive begins for monument at courthouse
 Bryce Mayer

 

Civil War monuments are on prominent display at many county
courthouses in Indiana.

 
Unlike most other counties in the state, Jennings County has a well
documented chapter in Civil War history. Yet, except for one historical
marker, there is no memorial to honor the brave Union militia and
soldiers of the War Between the States at the courthouse in Vernon.

 
A Civil War monument is on the way. A drive to raise $30,000 for the
project kicked into high gear last week with the opening of the
Jennings County Union Soldier Statute Fund at the Jennings County
Coordinating Council.

 
"Jennings County has such a strong Civil War heritage because of
Morgan's Raid," said Terry Furgason, who is spearheading the
project. "The county also had many men who served in the Union
Army and various militia during the Civil War."

 
The idea sparked when Furgason participated as a Civil War
reenactor in a dedication ceremony of a similar monument at the
Blackford County seat in Hartford City.

 
"They have a very good monument and I thought it would be nice to
honor our ancestors here, too," he said.

 
Furgason then went to the Jennings County Board of Commissioners
earlier this year where he gained approval for the plan to erect a
monument featuring a statue of a Union soldier on the southwestern
corner of the courthouse lawn.

 
"The statue will face to the south so the soldier is looking toward the
Mus catatuck River and protecting the county seat from Rebel forces,"
Fur gason noted.

 
The stone monument, to be created by Shaw Monuments of Vernon,
will be about 13 feet tall, according to the plans. At its base will be inscribed the names of the Union regiments
and militia groups that included Jennings County residents. 

 
Also leading the push for the monument project, sponsored by the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War John
B. Anderson Camp No. 223, are Jeff Maudlin of Eliza bethtown and Phil McClure and Steve Coff man of
Columbus, all members of the Sons.

 
Furgason himself is a member of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, a group he joined four years ago
and qualified for by merit of his ancestors who served in Pennsylvania units.

 
Furgason is also first sergeant in the Vernon Militia, an active group of local men who participate in numerous
Civil War reenactments, including the annual Sassafras Tea Days and Civil War Living History Festival in Vernon,
veterans ceremonies and other events.

 
"The Vernon Greys are very involved in this project and we are in the process of planning several fund-raising
events," Furgason said.
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Furgason considers the monument project another call to duty.
 

"This is important for Jennings County," said Furgason, a Vernon Township resident and Jennings County High
School teacher. "We hope we can get this done within the next year. It would be great to dedicate the monument
on Veterans Day ceremony next year or maybe at the Sassafras Tea Festival the following spring."

 
The festival includes dozens of Civil War reenactors representing both Union and Confederate troops with
encampments on the courthouse lawn, so that would be a most appropriate occasion to unveil the monument.

 
The history of Mor gan's raid into Jennings County is the stuff of local legend.

 
On July 11, 1863, a home guard of local militia and townspeople rose in force to defend Vernon and turn back
Gen. John Hunt Morgan and his Confederate raiders in 1863 as they approached the town from the south after
traveling from Lexington through Paris. The local forces took up a strong position at the county seat on a bluff
overlooking the Muscata tuck River.

 
After leaving Vernon, Morgan, who earned the title "Thunderbolt of the Confederacy," and his troops went south
to Dupont, plundering that town, and then to Ver sailles where they robbed the Ripley County treasury of $5,000.

 
According to Furga son, in the 1890s the Indiana legislature approved the placement of a Civil War memorial at
each county.

 
"Some counties put up monuments then, but ours didn't," he said. "I don't know why."

 
The reason Jennings County didn't, most likely, was because of finances.

 
Now Furgason and others want to correct that oversight, but that will depend on donations. The county has no
money in its budget for the project.

 
Contributions are tax-deductible since the project is sponsored by a nonprofit organization. "People can take
advantage of that with their 2017 income taxes if they donate by the end of the year," Furgason said. "Of course,
they can make donations after Jan. 1, too, and they will be tax deductible for 2018."

 
Donations for the Jennings County Union Soldier Statute Fund can be made at the Com munity Foundation Cen -
ter, 111 N. State St., North Vernon, telephone 812-346-5553, and also online at jenningsfoundation.net.

 


